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January 13, 2020

The Honorable Robert Lighthizer

United States Trade Representative

600 17th Street, NW

Washington, DC 20508

Re: Docket No. USTR-2019-0003: Enforcement of US WTO Rights in Large Civil Aircrafi
Dispute

Dear Ambassador Lighthizer:

[ write today to urge the Administration not to impose tariffs on imported civilian aircraft
component parts from the EU that are critical to the manufacturing of thousands of aircraft right
here in the United States. As the Administration considers public comments on this complicated
case, I hope the exclusion will be maintained for aircraft components destined for the Mobile,
Alabama facility, the only Airbus operation in the Western Hemisphere.

In today’s complex global economy. it is important to recognize that this decision impacts
thousands of American employees. Moving forward with 100% tariffs on civilian aircraft
components and assemblies without an exclusion for parts imported to Mobile will put thousands
of jobs in South Alabama at risk. Our engineers and production technicians work at 3 major
facilities in the Mobile area that today are proud to produce more than 4 aircraft per month. Indeed.
more than 1,250 hardworking Alabama men and women have delivered over 140 A320 planes to
the US domestic market. These are American jobs. and Airbus is at the very heart of the aerospace
industry growth that continues to create new and better opportunities for Alabama workers.

The $600 million investment Airbus made in Alabama in 2012 jumpstarted the entire advanced
manufacturing economy that we are proud to have developed in South Alabama, and it continues

to grow as Airbus grows. Last year. Airbus doubled down on their initial investment and broke
ground on a $300 million manufacturing facility to produce yet another model, the A220, from the

Mobile facility with deliveries starting this year. Airbus hired another 520 technicians in 2019.
more than doubling its number of employees in one year. Airbus continues to thrive in Mobile,
and just last week announced they will hire another 275 American workers.

Maintaining the exclusion for civilian aircraft imports to this area is critical to South
Alabama. Thank you for your consideration of this request.

Sincerely,

Doug Jones
United States Senator
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